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* Nevertheless/ he continued, * Germany is at any time willing to under-
take further obligations of international security if all the other nations
are ready on their side to do the same and if this security is also to
benefit Germany. Germany would also be ready to disband her
entire military establishment and destroy the small amount of arms
remaining to her if the neighbouring countries will do the same thing
with equal thoroughness. But if these countries are not willing to
carry out the disarmament measures to which they are also bound
by the Treaty of Versailles, Germany must at least maintain her
demand for equality.'
Herr Hitler declared that the German Government looked upon
the British draft convention which was before the Disarmament Con-
ference 'as a possible basis for the solution3 of the disarmament
question. But they emust demand that the defence force existing in
Germany shall not be abolished unless at least qualitative equality be
conceded to Germany3. They must also 'demand that any change
in Germany's present defence organization, which was not chosen
by her but imposed on her from abroad' should 'follow step by step
in the same degree as the actual disarmament of the other states'.
Germany was ready to accept a five-year transitional period provided
that at the end of that time she would really be on an equal footing
with other states. She was also ready to renounce 'aggressive'
weapons if other nations destroyed such weapons during the five-
year period, and, on the same condition of equality, she would
accept a general international control of armaments, and would agree
to include in the scope of the control c organizations which merely
serve educational and sporting purposes ... in order to prove beyond
doubt to the whole World that they are of an entirely unmilitary
character'. On the question of the French Colonial troops, however,
Herr Hitler maintained the standpoint which had been taken by the
German delegation at Geneva: that is, he insisted that they ought
to be reckoned as a part of the French Army.
Herr Hitler referred to President Roosevelt's proposals, which
were, he said, warmly welcomed by the German Government—par-
ticularly "the possibility suggested ... of bringing the United States
into European relations as a guarantor of peace'. Towards the end
of his speech the Chancellor struck a warning note.
The German Government and the German people will under no
circumstances allow themselves to be forced to sign what would mean
a perpetuation of the degradation of Germany. . . . The attempt has
been made in newspaper articles and regrettable speeches to threaten
Germany with sanctions, but such a monstrous step would only be our

